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Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!

On behalf of the secretariat of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, I would like to thank the host authorities of Greece, for organizing this workshop in Athens and for kind words of welcome to the participants. I would like to express particular appreciation to the Ministry of Environment, Physical Planning and Public Works, the Technical Chamber of Greece, the Hellenic Association of Rural and Surveying Engineers and their staff for organization of this workshop. I am very pleased that in organizing this workshop we cooperate with the International Federation of Surveyors, and thus we will enjoy a high professional level of the discussions at the Workshop. 

      I would like to inform the participants of the Workshop that two years ago the ECE Meeting of Ministers responsible for human settlements, environment and land administration of the ECE member countries adopted the ECE Strategy for Sustainable Quality of Life in Human Settlements in the 21st Century. In the Strategy the ECE defined five major challenges for policy makers in the fields of sustainable development. These challenges are as follows: (a) promoting a system of meaningful and democratic governance; (b) improving urban environmental performance; (c) facilitating social cohesion and security; (d)promoting market reform in the housing and urban sector; and (e)improving land and real estate markets and securing private rights in land. With a different degree, all these challenges have relationship to the topic of our Workshop. Efficient Spatial Information Management is a key instrument to meet these challenges.

     In seeking to create a strong economy, every country must implement strategies for planning and development so as to improve the infrastructure and create a better environment. Physical planning must operate in conjunction with land registration, since it involves measures that create new subdivisions of the land and new patterns of land use. In order to manage land related development projects, there must be an information system that is capable of meeting all relevant needs. Cadastral maps can serve as the basis for recording construction permits, for urban and rural planning, for environmental monitoring.

     Properly established real estate markets are considered to be important as they provide a forum within which the relationships between people, land and finance are adjusted through market based mechanisms.  They contribute positively to economic growth, social stability, sustainable development and represent an important sector within a functioning market economy. Thus, it is very important to develop an understanding of how real estate markets in the ECE countries are being developed in ways that will meet the needs of society. By understanding the framework within which both urban and rural land markets operate, it should be possible to identify those policies and laws that will lead to a general improvement in the “quality of life”of citizens and to greater social stability and economic growth.

      An important issue which is to be addressed by the Workshop is valuation of land. In many countries there is a central valuation authority responsible for administering government valuations and, where such exists, the fiscal cadastre. A central valuation authority should provide a comprehensive land valuation service both to departments of central Government and to local authorities and advise Government on matters affecting the value of land. It should carry out real estate valuations for land and property taxation purposes, calculating compensation for land, fixing the rent on government-owned property.

     In 1996, the ECE developed and published Land Administration Guidelines, which were intended to strengthen land administration capabilities, mainly in countries in east and central Europe. Since that time, these countries have made a considerable progress in the land administration sector and now the Bureau of the Working Party considers that it might be timly to continue this work by preparation a new set of guidelines, which will be based on the progress achieved in all countries of the ECE region.










     Due to active participation of the delegation of Greece in the ECE land administration activities from the very beginning, we in the ECE know very well considerable work done and results achieved in the development of modern land administration systems in Greece, their practical application and the impact it had on the organizational reform of the public sector services. It would be even more interesting to consider these recent results in more details at this workshop in Greece. I am looking forward to continue our cooperation with the land administration authorities of Greece and to wish all participants successful discussions and good results at the Workshop.   

Thank you for your attention
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