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This Paper aims to give an overview of the land consolidation procedures in a modern a multi-purpose cadastral system and the land administration guidelines of the land consolidation activities.

The National Land Survey of Finland (NLS) introduced a new GIS-based cadastral information system (JAKO-cadastre) in 1998. JAKO-cadastre is a multi-purpose cadastral system in which attribute and map data on the cadastral unit are stored in the same database. This means that real property formation, mutation, land consolidation, registration of real properties, ownership and legal rights, real property valuation and taxation are all combined within one basic cadastral system.

The NLS is a government agency responsible for carrying out land consolidation projects in Finland. For the moment demand for land consolidation services is on the increase. Reasons for this are: 1) the fragmentation of agricultural holdings with their rapid growth and 2) experience gained in implementation of the nature conversation or road-safety programs with new kinds of land rearrangements has been promising. The main problem in land consolidation projects has been the long duration of the projects. JAKO-cadastre consists of applications for providing cadastral information service and conducting legal land surveys. The new tools of the JAKO-land administration system make it possible to redevelop the land consolidation processes. The paper presents means to expedite and simplify the land consolidation procedures by adapting the process to the JAKO Land Administration System.
The guidelines on good land administration means that the procedures of land consolidation projects must conform to the law and the action must be transparent. The land consolidation and reallocation processes require clear identification of all landowners and occupiers who will be affected. The decision to carry out land rearrangements must be made widely public so that all those who may be affected can be informed and the area subject to the land reform must be formally defined. A cadastral plan showing the current state of ownership should be prepared together with a list of all the properties within the proposed development area. Further, for reparcelling the area a map with textual annexes should be produced. The map should show the future layout of parcels in the area, indicating the boundaries and boundary marks for the new parcels and the area of each plot. The textual section should provide complete data on each new land parcel and identify its owner.

Based on the experiences obtained from the renewed land consolidation process and the use of the multi-purpose cadastre in Finland the paper gives recommendations for developing these land administration guidelines in the land consolidation activities. 
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